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bility during the nine-year Skylab- 
Shuttle hiatus. 

Problems in U.S.-Soviet coopera- 
tion centered on political and national 
security issues. U.S. opponents also 
complained that the exercise was a 
one-way street, benefiting the Soviets 
far more than the U.S. Although this 
was true early in the decade, Soviet sci- 
entific prowess, along with their un- 
characteristic candor about their re- 
sults and future plans, accelerated in 
recent years. By 1982 most U.S. scien- 
tists were pleased with what they were 
learning from the USSR. 

Now that the agreement seems likely 
to be renewed, this past experience 
suggests how we should proceed to 
reap its benefits most effectively. Two 
maxims stand out: eliminate—or at 
least reduce—political interference 
and be as explicit as possible in defin- 
ing responsibilities and interfaces in 
each project. Areas for cooperation 
that can avoid hair trigger technology- 


transfer reactions by both countries 
include solar-terrestrial physics, astro- 
physics, exobiology, life support, 
planetary missions, exchange of guest 
astronauts and cosmonauts, and, of 
course, both unmanned and manned 
follow-ons to the current highly suc- 
cessful and visible multilateral 
COSPAS/SARSAT  satellite-aided 
search and rescue systems. 

Despite the problems of the past, 
some success can be anticipated during 
the next five-year increment of the 
agreement. As their technology base 
keeps on improving, the Soviets feel 
more confident and more inclined to 
work with other countries. Although 
reestablishing space science coopera- 
tion will avert continued space weap- 
ons development (Senate Resolution 
No. 236), no doubt it will go a long 
way toward easing East-West tensions 
and may lead to progress in other 
areas of contention between the super- 
powers. Jerry Grey 
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